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You can enter the FAFSA two ways; as the student or as the parent or  a helping agent
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If you have already 

created a STUDENT 

FSA ID you will enter it 

here (recommended), 

If you have not, you 

can select CREATE 

ONE to create your 

FAFSA ID-the student 

must be present to 

create the student ID 

and parent must be 

present to create the 

parent ID. Or, you can 

select student’s 

identifiers and  FAFSA 

will allow you to begin 

the FAFSA using the 

students name, SSN, 

and date of birth.
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You must enter your SSN 

from a verified source-

DON”T GUESS!
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Read and Accept
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Create a four digit 

code; this will allow 

you to re enter the 

FAFSA and continue 

to work on it.



9

This section will 

provide you detailed 

information on the 

FAFSA application. 

You can read it or 

come back to it if 

you think you need 

more help.
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Begin filling in any 

blanks
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Use a personal email-not 

a school email
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You must be a US 

Citizen or an eligible 

non-citizen to complete 

a FAFSA application
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TCAT-Associates Degree Occupational 

/Technical

Community College- Associates degree for 

O/T or Transfer

Four year public or private-1st Bachelors 

Degree

Say YES to work 

study to be 

considered for a 

part time job on 

your college 

campus
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All males must register when 

you turn 18; check this box to 

auto register
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Enter permit or Drivers License 

number  to verify TN State residency 

for  state scholarships
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You may not know this for both or 

either parent; there is an “Don’t Know” 

option
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Click SEARCH after entering you 

high school information
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SELECT your school from the list
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Select STATE where your college of 

choice is located, enter CITY OR name 

of school but not both. Remember that 

your college of choice may have a 

satellite campus, but you need to use 

the city of the MAIN campus.

Click 

Search
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Select the correct school by checking the box to 

the left of the school name

Add  up to 10 schools but only add schools if you HAVE ALREADY or are in the process of applying for admissions
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Select where you will live for each campus; 

ON CAMPUS, OFF CAMPUS, or WITH 

PARENTS
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Pregnant or parenting

Are you financially supporting anyone?
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These question can 

be confusing; feel 

free to reach out to 

the East TN 

Outreach Specialist 

for state scholarships 

and financial aid:

Erika.Adams@tn.gov

or 

615-417-0355

mailto:Erika.Adams@tn.gov
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Homeless or At Risk of 

Homelessness doesn’t just 

mean you are living in your 

car. It might be that you are 

staying with friends 

temporarily or moving from 

place to place in an 

attempt to have permanent 

housing. If you or your 

family are struggling to 

maintain a permanent, safe 

residence you may qualify.  

Please reach out to Ms. 

Adams with questions.
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FAFSA answers this question for you 

based on how you answered previous 

questions. If you live with biological or 

adoptive parents-this is the end of the 

student section.
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Students should use the 

parent with whom they 

RESIDE, so this 

question is asking 

the marital status of 

the parent with 

whom the student 

resides not both 

biological parents 

specifically. If a student 

lives with a biological 

parent and step parent 

that is the parent group 

whose information will 

appear on the FAFSA 

regardless of who claims 

the student on income 

taxes. 



PARENT DEMOGRAPHICS AND 
FINANCIALS 
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This is an example 

FAFSA . Yours may 

only ask for 

information from one 

parent if you selected 

Single, Never 

Married,  

Seperated/Divorced 

or Widowed from the 

parent marital status 

question.
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Tennessee for us-

this is produced 

by Federal 

Student Aid in  

IOWA, LOL
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Put the number of siblings that live 

with you in your household

Does your family financially 

provide for others that live in 

your house; cousins, 

grandparents, etc.

Is there more than one person 

in the household taking 

college classes in the 

upcoming year?
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Options for tax 

completion: already 

completed (as shown), 

going to file and not going 

to file. 

• If you filed an 

extension-choose will 

file. You will need to 

complete your taxes for 

your student to file the 

FAFSA application

• If you have no earned 

income and are not 

required to file taxes 

choose not going to file
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You must have an 

FSA ID to use the 

IRS Data Retrieval 

tool. Some tax filing 

statuses prohibit use 

of the tool; Married 

Filing Jointly and 

sometimes Head Of 

Household. A 

notification from the 

SSA of SSN security 

breach will prohibit 

your use as well.
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Line 8b on your tax 

form 1040
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Box 1 on your W2s. 

If you have more 

than one you will 

add them together. 

Designate parent 1 

and parent 2 (it 

makes no difference 

who is which just 

keep track)
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Schedule 1 is 

generally 

associated with 

self employment 

income. 
Dislocated worker 

status is given to those 

whose companies have 

closed or moved 

overseas

Select any and all 

that apply to your 

family
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Total Tax is found on 

your 1040 line 16; it 

might be zero or 

blank which is also 

zero
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These items do not apply 

to all families, so they 

default to zero; read each 

to see if it applies to your 

family.



41

Child support PAID

These are uncommon
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Child support RECEIVED

Payments to retirement 

accounts and pensions; found 

on W2s 12a-d but NOT 12DD
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• Assets do not include 

Primary residence, 

retirement accounts 

or primary vehicles. 

Calculate net worth of 

recreational vehicles, 

leased businesses, 

housing you rent or 

recreational land.

• Net worth is market 

value minus what you 

still owe. For 

example; I own a 

2014 motorcycle that 

is worth 5K and I still 

owe 2K-Net value is 

3K.

You may get an 

option to skip 

additional 

information for 

parents and/or 

student. My 

opinion is, do 

not answer 

anything NOT 

required by 

FAFSA.
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We are back to 

student. This section 

covers the student 

financials if the 

student worked and 

filed taxes You will find 

the same questions as 

on the Parent 

Financial section.
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The student section 

will have questions 

identical to the 

parent section; 

many of our 

students are adults 

and have similar 

circumstances as 

parents. Answer the 

ones that apply to 

you/your student.
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This is a summary of your responses that 

you can review.
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If you created the 

FSA ID for both 

student and parent 

you will be able to 

click the dark blue 

box to “Provide 

Signature”



58



59



60



61



62



63



64



65

Once you hit Submit:

Yay!! You are done-for 

this year.

• Review award letters 

for financial aid offers

• Update your FAFSA at 

anytime to make 

corrections or 

add/remove schools

• Renew each year on 

October 1.
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Expand each 

area to read 

more about 

Federal 

Financial Aid 

options 

including your 

EFC and Pell 

award if eligible.


